
… towards solving the
water and sanitation crisis

 Water Action Agenda

… a main outcome of the UN Water Conference, 2023 that opens on World Water Day,
22 March 2023. 



Water scarcity in India is an ongoing water crisis that affects nearly hundreds of million of people
each year. In addition to affecting the huge rural and urban population, the water scarcity in
India also extensively affects the ecosystem and agriculture. India has only 4% of the world’s fresh
water resources despite a population of over 1.4 billion people.In addition to the disproportionate
availability of freshwater, water scarcity in India also results from drying up of rivers and their
reservoirs in the summer months, right before the onset of the monsoons throughout the country.

• Ecosystem crisis
Water scarcity also threatens the
lives of wild animals across India.
Wild animals are forced to
infiltrate villages and cities in
India as they attempt to find
potable water.

• Agriculture crisis
Water is essential to the popular
occupation of agriculture in India.
Farmers are unable to produce
crops in the absence of water. The
drought in 2019 even destroyed the
supplementary crops in addition to
the winter crops. The scarcity of
water has rendered a lot of
valuable farmland in India

WATER CRISIS IN INDIA



Groundwater extraction and irrigation
India is the world's biggest groundwater user, extracting 251 billion cubic metres
(251 cubic kilometres; 203 million acre-feet; 60 cubic miles) of groundwater in 2010.

Due to the lack of a long-term water

management plan, many of the country’s

rivers either run dry or have been polluted.

Although one of the most important river in

India, Ganga is also the one that is most

severely polluted. The pollution mostly

results from untreated sewage from densely

populated cities, industrial waste as well as

due to religious ceremonies in and around the

river. Although the Ganga Action Plan was

launched in 1984 in a bid to clean the Ganga

River within 25 years, the river is still highly

polluted, with a high proportion of heavy

metals and lethal chemicals that can even

cause cancer.

River pollution



Government and Non-
governmental efforts to mitigate
water crisis in India

❖ Ministry of Jal Shakti  combines
the Department of Water
Resources , River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation .

❖  Jal Shakti Ministry is
responsible for managing the
financial and technical resources,
policy support and the pollution
regulation.

❖ Government Efforts :
• Jal Jeevan Mission
• National Water Mission.
• Atal Bhujal Yojana.

❖ Non-governmental efforts
Indian Organisation : 'FORCE' and
'Safe Water Network'
International organisations : 'We are
Water' and UNICEF







‘Be The Change, Encourage People to take Action in their own lives to
change the way they use, Consume Water and Manage Water’

It is designed to deliver rapid progress on
internationally-agreed water and
sanitation targets most notably
Sustainable Development Goal 6 : water
and sanitation for all by 2030.
❖ Commit to action: All stake holder

across countries, should commit
for implementation to achieve SDG
6 goals and targets.

❖  Sustain and scale up
implementation

❖ Follow-up and review processes:

Showcasing successes and learning
from what works and what does not.

Water crisis solution and technologies

❖ Desalination :
      It involves treating sea water to remove
its salt content, making it fit for drinking
purpose.
❖ Coastal reservoir

     It is a fresh river water storage reservoir
located on sea coast area near a river delta.
❖ Irrigation Techniques

     80% of the groundwater in India is used in
agriculture for irrigation and Govt. promoting
drip irrigation Technology.
❖ Rain Water Harvesting

     A technique used to conserve rainwater
by collecting, storing, conveying and purifying
of rainwater

Water Action Agenda 



Think before you let it drip.

an initiative by

Dept. of
Environmental

Studies

Thank you


